
The Directory reminds us that all 

people are made in the image 

and likeness of God and that we 

are called to respect and care for 

creation. (See NDC, 41A and 45G.)

The Catechism emphasizes 

God’s love and goodness in  

the creation of all things.  

(CCC 293–301)

41A  Chapter 1

n	 God	created	the	world	

according	to	his	love	and	

wisdom.	 (CCC 315)

n	 God	created	humans	in	his	

image	and	likeness.		

(CCC 355)

God’s Beautiful World

BOOKS
Guided Meditations for Children.* 

Reehorst, Jane.	Our	Sunday	Visitor	
Curriculum	Division.	Contains	a	
meditation	based	on	the	catechetical	
theme	of	Creation.

Celebrating Racial Diversity.	McGinnis,	
Kathleen.	Institute	for	Peace	and	
Justice.	Features	background	
information	on	diversity	and	activities	
for	classroom	use.

*Available	at	www.osvcurriculum.com

But now ask the beasts to teach you,
  and the birds of the air to tell you; 
Which of all these does not know 
  that the hand of God has done this? 
In his hand is the soul of every living thing.

 Job 12:7, 9–10a

The Mystery of Creation
Only God, in his infinite wisdom, could have conceived and 

then guided to fulfillment the magnificence of creation. With 
faith, one has only to hold a newborn baby or stroll on the 
shore by a rolling ocean wave to know, beyond the shadow  
of a doubt, that only an almighty God could have created the 
universe. Part of the mystery of creation is just how perfectly 
the universe is put together. God’s well-ordered plan situates 
planets and plants, buds and bugs, stars and squirrels so that 
each functions according to its purpose. All creation gives honor 
and glory to God, yet only humans are created in his divine 
image. He has placed humans at the summit of creation.

Respect for Creation
Their special place in God’s creation gives 

humans a corresponding responsibility 
to care for the world. People are called 
to care for all that God has created, 
including the earth itself and its natural 
resources. Most important of all, they 
are called to care for one another.

Reflect    How do you show respect 
for creation? What has creation taught 
you about God?Catechist Resources

For	interactive	lesson	planner,	
chapter	resources,	and	activities
www.osvcurriculum.com
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Third Graders sayTeaChiNG ChaPTer 1

sUsTaiNiNG yOUr sPiriT

Learning Responsibility
•	I	am	curious.	Help	me	understand	that	differences	and	

likenesses	are	from	God.

•	I	enjoy	working	in	groups.	Be	clear	about	what	you	want	
me	to	do.

•	I	am	learning	to	be	responsible.	Allow	me	to	make	
mistakes.

Creator God, you have made the world a place of beauty and 
mystery. Help me be a good steward of all your gifts. Help me 
always see your glory in the world around me. Amen.

Creation
 Creation is not an abstract concept for eight-  
and nine-year-old children. Trees, animals, clean  
air, and fresh water are things that children 
experience and understand. They notice the 
environment around them, often paying more 
attention to the smallest details than adults do.

•	God reveals himself to young children in a 
concrete way when they experience nature. 
Enhance these experiences by placing live  
flowers and plants in your environment. 

• Psalms such as Psalm 50, which praise God’s 
creation, are valuable as sources of prayer and 
meditation for third graders.

•	Explain to children that differences are good. 
Ask for examples of how God makes each person 
unique. Ask children to imagine how boring an  
“all alike” world would be.

Listening to the Call of Vocation
 The word vocation comes from the root word 
vocare, which means “to call.” Where do you think 
the call of vocation comes from?

• The call of vocation comes from God. You may try 
to discern your vocation by praying or submitting 
your will to the will of God.

• You may also look inward, analyzing your talents 
and interests to find out what comes naturally  
for you.

Research indicates that the way you view a vocation 
directly affects your ability to discern and sustain it.

Reflect    In which direction do you usually turn 
to hear the call?

God’s Beautiful World  41B
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